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among our own ancestors, the Gauls and Bri- 
tons, as well as the Scythians and other bar- 
barous nations. The natural productions of 
New Zealand are also described, and the uses 
to which they are applied by the natives. 

The second part of the volume contains the 
narrative of Rutherford continued, with re- 
marks from other writers, illustrative of his 
accounts ; he lived among the New Zealanders 
ten 'years wanting two months, married two 
wires, and at length escaped, on being sent by 
the natives on board an American vessel, 
which he was to entice into the same place 
where the massacre of the crew of his own 
ship had been committed ; but, as might be ex- 
pected, he warned them of the intentions of 
the people, and sailed away with them. After 
divers other adventures, among which we may 
reckon his introduction to Pedro, emperor 
of Brazil, he returned to England, and has 
left it again for Otahcite, where he has ano- 
ther wife. Several other Europeans are men- 
tioned as living at present in New Zealand, 
who are generally well treated by the natives ; 
and there is an account of some of the latter 
who have visited England. Two of them, it 
seems, are in England now, at Derby, having 
been lately ill of the measles, a disease which 
generally attacks the natives of the South Sea 
islands. The work ends by a comparative 
view of civilized and uncivilized nature, which 
is ably and judiciously written ; but we cer- 
tainly are of opinion, that the work of civili- 
zation in that country, must needs be very gra- 
dual, so many obstacles present themselves in 
the character and habits of the natives. Their 



land. The brief historical notice of the Duke 
of Argyle is also interesting. The embel- 
lishments are good : the frontispiece by Kidd, 
represents the collyshangie between Dumbie- 
dykes, Mrs. Balchiistie, and Jeanie, when the 
latter goes to call upon the laird before setting 
out to London. We have observed, that on 
the four different occasions on which Jeanie 
makes her appearance in the course of these 
embellishments, she is quite a different person 
each time, and certainly none of the artists 
have yet come up to our ideas of the original. 
But Jeanie is a great favourite of ours, and it 
would be very hard to please us. In the pre 
sent portrait, which is, we think, the best; she 
is a fat, contented, Bonsie-looking lassie. The 
vignette of this volume, (by Stephanoff and 
H. Rolls,) depicts Madge Wildfire and Jeanie 
on their walk, after Jennie's escape from 
Madge's mother and the robbers. 



The History of France and Normandy, from 
the accession of Clovis to the Battle of 
Waterloo. By W. C. Taylor, author of 
the Historical Miscellany, etc. — London, 
Whittaker, Treacher and Co. 

A good compendium of the history of France, 
for the use of youthful cultivators of Minerva, 
or of Clio rather, was much wanted, and the 
desideratum is here ably supplied. The plan 
adopted is that of Pinnock's editions of Gold- 
smith's histories, each chapter being divided 
into numbered sections, and closed by a series 
of questions corresponding to these numbers, 
formed so as to try satisfactorily the read- 
character is brave, but given to much boasting ?r\ Btt «irtio n , »»f P™™ his knowledge of what 
of their bravery, doatingly attached to their j* e 1I h " ™ ad - - . A * H»e back of Ae book ,s a 
families, whom they generally spoil by over!™ 1 and P**™ 1 " genealogical table of the 
indulgence, unmindful of the distinctions of| Merovingian Carlovingian, and Capetian so- 
propertv, which they appropriate to themselves, «™B™ ° t / rance > fo " owed . b 7 » ""J of , toe 
per fas et nefas, carrying the dreadful law ofP n . nce8 of th f bouses , of V«lou and Bourbon, 
talien to such a pitch, that peace need never be ! ?. nd . ? fT* co ™ n °l°f cal ,nde * * tbe Ga ,»- 
expectedin the land till the extirpation of one ^ C , h . , ? t0 ? f I° m . * e „ deteB ? of the Ron,a " 8 b X 



An Essay on the Booh of Genesis, written for 
the use of Parents and Teachers. Dublin, 
Wakeman, 12mo. pp. 66. 

This is a very well meant little Essay, in- 
tended to remove or to reconcile the apparent 
incongruities in the Mosaic account of the 
Creation. It seems to be written by a lady. 
The author principally quoted, in addition to 
the Sacred Scriptures themselves, is Josephus. 
There is no great depth of reading or of critical 
acumen, apparent in the production, but it is a 
plain sensible little Essay, judiciously com- 
piled, and may be read with great advantage by 
those of the young who feel any doubts or 
scruples respecting the narrative contained in 
the first book of the Pentateuch. 



half by the other ; naturally shrewd and ob- 
servant, they often embarrass Europeans by 
tbeir. questions. 

They are made of good materials, were 
they once moulded by religion to a more ra- 
tional and moral form. We take leave of this 
little book, which we have read with consider- 
able pleasure, and recommend it to our young 
readers, who may be fond of descriptions of 
foreign countries ; it contains a tolerable share 
of matter to make their hair stand on end, 
which we well remember was a great induce- 
ment to ourselves to read a book, * in our hot 
youth, some forty years ago. 



Clovis, in A.D. 486, to the restoration of the 
Bourbons, in 1815. An excellent little map 
of France, engraved by Sidney Hall, is pre- 
fixed, and altogether the volume is extremely 
perfect and complete, for tlie purpose for which 
it is intended. 



PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 

The Monthly Magazine, for May. — London, 
Whittaker, Treacher, and Co. 

This is really an excellent Magazine in ge- 
neral, and the present number sustains its cha- 
racter well. With the politics, which natu- 
rally form so prominent a topic in it, we have 
of course nothing to do. There is a very long 
paper on the United States of America, and 
the British West Indies, compiled chiefly it 
would seem from Basil Hall's 'two guinea' 
book on America. " The Pressed Man" i» 
an interesting sea story, and the Devonshire 
Ball an amusing account in doggrel verse, of 
the entertainment given by the Duke to the 
gentry of-Youghal and its neighbourhood) 
when he visited his estates in the South of 
Ireland. The usual notices and lists are very 
full and satisfactory in this Magazine, which 
is evidently got up with great care, as well a» 
considerable ability. 



The British Magazine for May. London, 
Westley and Davis. 

Varied, interesting, and. excellent, as usual. 
The British only wants a slight additional dash 
of vigour and spicyness about it, to make it our 
decided favourite of all the London Magazines. 
It professes to be intended peculiarly to " pa" 
into families" as more general in its character 
than Magazines that are exclusively religious, 
and more solid and beneficial than those that 
This character it main- 



A Manual of the Economy of the Human Body. 
For the use of general Readers. — Edin- 
burgh, D. Lizars — London, Whittaker, j are mereI y literary, 
Treacher and Co — Dublin, Curry and Co. ** lns adm»»My well. 

Some knowledge of the structure and func-' 

tions of the different parts of our own frnhie, I The Harmonicon. 

It is, however, I is, doubtless, desirable j and here we have the| The character of this interesting musical 



written in rather a rambling discursive sort of , requisite information sensibly and satisfactorily ' periodical had somewhat sunk in our opinion, 

«4—l« J A 1. I- .1.:_1_ -«-.,_.! I .nnnli^l W j: 1 .- ,., n J '■ i . ........ f - 



style, and too much space is, we think, allotted 
to the subject of the volume. There is a map 
of New Zealand, and forty-six wood-cuts in 
illustration of the text 



NOTICES OF BOOKS. 

The WaverUy Novels ; Vol. XII. New edi- 
tion — -Edinburgh, Cadell and Co. ; and 
Simpkin and Marshall, London. 

This volume contains the continuation of the 
Heart of Mid- Lothian ■ there is little of par- 
ticular' interest in the notes, except, perhaps, 
the' account "of'the office of '* doomster," or 
pronouncer of doom, formerly an important 
functionary in the justiciary courts of Scot- 



supplied. We are disposed to concur with Dr. 
Spurzheim, that the physical part of the hu- 
man economy is too Hpt to be forgotten in the 
eagerness of our thirst for intellectual im- 
provement, especially in the case of young 
children. 

Who would not rather have a fine, healthy, 
happy, blooming, mischievous little rogue, who 
does not know B from a bull's foot at seven, than 
a poor, puny, peevish, pigmy, puling peel-garlick, 
with all the seven sciences in bis bilious brain ? 
6ive us exercise and open air— a merry heart, 
•V«et temper, and cheerful countenance, and 
leVtbe schoolmaster' go hang for the first dozen 
years at all events; - The Manual is a good 
book, about the body and diseases, and physic, 
and the like. We hate physic, and know no- 
thing «f -disease. 



by the comparative poverty of the last few num- 
bers ; but that for the present month has redeem- 
ed its former reputation, and is full of amusing 
and useful matter. The " Extracts from the 
Diary of a Dilettante," are jis entertaining a» 
usual; and the Foreign Musical Report fun 
of interest 'to every one anxious for' inform*^ 
tion as to the state of music and "theatricals 
on the Continent. The memoirs selected tot 
the present number are those of Harrison and 
Ba'rtleman, both eminent vocalists in their day. 
We shall continue to notice this periodical oc- 
casionaflyi as it affords much information on a 
science always so delightful, and now so gf°f?~ 
rally cultivated. Even the abstriiser princi- 
ples of music are often treated m the Harm*- 
nicon with great ability, arid the criticisms are 
generally conducted with impartiality and skiB- 
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Fraser's Magazine for May. f 1817 ; and that it appeared, for the first time, [the same source as the Freischiitz j) yet, that 

There is a great deal of liveliness and learn- "* B . erliD ' ° n *?,. 1 *^ of , June ' } 821 ' under ? n English audience would be carried, by the 
kg, and 'tipsy jollity, 1 in this number, and,| the "»*««»«• direction^, its talented com- ] ove ol music, to tolerate the enorm.tits of the 
» the whole, rather less of the offensive than'Pf T ; and afterwar *» at Vf»»". "> November letbhafltgen Zam.el, the blasphemies of Caspar, 
■sual. It is infinitely audacious, however, of: ° f l } le r 8ame ?<"»[■ J l4 , would appear, therefore, and the staggering absurdities of the incantation 
the Editor in the very first lines of his preli-| that . fo, > r J™" ^ ekp8e , d b f * een the corn-scene, was a thing not then dreamt of in my 
urinary preface, to insinuate, as he does in the ! P' etlon of » he 6«»«>-work «* U» opera, and philosophy. 

broadest and most unhandsome manner, that : the FT?"*^^ ,l .*? m e ° ra P tur ^ P"Mic—\ I shall mention a trifling mcident, which oc- 
1% the hoary-headed sage, who sit in se- l f 1 , ot,, « d . In a11 th « ,™b""» * ' ;g">»»» f"ginal curred to me soon alter my return from Ger- 
crecyand solitude, the sole presiding spirit. hk * We , b , er$ - , Vf] ^ eth " tbe wb °! e ot . lhis P e " mi,n y? »nd which, I think, pretty clearly prove, 
of the Dublin Litkeary Gazette, are in j riod had been fo^und necessary by him to its com- how little the appearance ot the Freischiitz 
fact and truth, the veritable and venerable I P os,,; ' on °* not > >• doubtful 5 as it was the first . England was anticipated about this time. 



Christophorus North, of Blackwood's Maga- 
aine. Now upon our honour, (and here we 
lay our claw upon our left breast solemnly, as 
the eagle did in Daniel O'Rourkete vision,) no 
man that knows us, ever called us Kit in our 
life. We waive the epithet " illustrious," as 
not comporting with that native modesty, 
amounting even to timidity and bashfulness, 
for which Irishmen are, and have been always 
and everywhere, conspicuous, and none more so 
than the learned Doctor of either law, whose 
prose and verse effusions contribute so mainly 
to the spirit and cleverness of Fraser. We 
observe, too, in the same preliminary discourse, 
the Editortakes the credit of first exposing Mr. 
Robert Montgomery's shallow pretensions to 
poetical ability, all to himself, though he knows 
hill well " 'twas we that did it." 



Blackwood's Magazine, for May. 
All the London papers are running Black - 
wood down, because they are in the interest, 
we suppose, of the Monthly and Fraser : they 
fctter themselves, too, that we are to give 
them a helping hand, because we have occa- 
sionally thrown them a bone to break their 
teeth upon. But let the rogues beware : we 
can write Ebony up in a fortnight at anytime, 
for he has the materiel in him, and only wants 



in 
-.1 

opera produced at the new Theatre-Royal of; was invited to an evening musical party in 
Berlin — and its representation had, probably, London, where the fair daughter of the house 
been delayed for that purpose. was a great proficient on the harp. After a 

It was in the autumn of 1822, when this I few preliminary efforts of the minor performers, 
opera was in full vogue, that I firtt visited! she was', of course, requested to play; and, 
Germany. Wherever I went, the first ques-j having sounded a note or two of solemn pre- 
tion I was asked was, probably, " are you fond paration — to warn us that something distingue 
of music?" — to which I aB invariably answered might be expected, proceeded to play a very 
in the affirmative ; the next was sure to be, fine piece of music, with much taste and' exe- 
" have you seen the Freischiitz ?" My curiosity I cution ;' and at its conclusion received the well- 
was thus excited; but it was some time before , merited compliments of all present — none of 
I had an opportunity of gratifying it to the whom had been more delighted with her per- 
fullest extent, in consequence of having- taken formance than myself, who was not the less so, 
up my residence, for the first few months, in that I recognised, in the piece she had been 
a remote village— far from the resort of men; 'playing, that march in the Freischiitz which 



for the purpose of acquiring the language " more 
obscurely and courageously," as Bottom ex- 
presses it, under the auspices of a worthy pas- 
tor of the Lutheran church. Vet even here it 
was permitted me to sip of that stream of de- 
light, the full fountain of which was playing 
on the more favored society of the metropolis : 
for, as the pastor, his family and myself, might 
be seen reposing, after the fatigues of an early 
dinner, and enjoying — lie, his invariable lux- 
ury of the pipe — and/ we, as suited beat our 
taste or inclination, our cup of coffee, or our 
glass of Rhenish — a .troop of wandering Bo- 
hemians, returning homewards for the win- 
ter, was almost certain daily to arrive at the 



• little judicious management to. make and j pastor's door ; and seldom did'we require much 
wen him 'the first of the Magazines' yet — solicitation to induce us to listen to the harmo- 
we'd trouble any, or all, of the others put to- nious strains with which they willingly regaled 



gether, to say some of the things put into the 
mouth of the shepherd in the last Noctes. 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

HOIWE GERMANIC.E. 

MU8IC AND POETRY. 
% dear President, 

Having had occasion to observe that German 
•objects find favour in your eyes, I trust that 
Wcumstance will be deemed sufficient apology 
w troubling you with the following remarks 
on Weber's celebrated Opera of the Freischiitz 
~7*he eternal Freischiitz, as it has somewhat 
jjippantly been termed, by persons who forgot, 
doubtless, that that expression, when more 
gravely, and, as appears probable, when truly 
•Pplied, conveys in fact the highest possible 
Wmnliment which can be paid to the composer 
•f that wonderful opera. 

Much as this subject may appear to have 
been already exhausted, the following observa- 
"oiis will not, I hope, be found entirely destitute 
of interest; more particularly as they are meant 
to extend to the German Tat of the Opera 
(not improperly so called) by Kind; with 
which the Irish (and the English) public are, 
** yet, very imperfectly acquainted. 

Kind informs is, that he had written this 
fl P«ra for his friead Carl Maria von Weber, in 



for a few groschen. I say scarce a day 
passed, during the autumn, that we were not 
serenaded in this way ; some of their bands, 
consisting of some half dozen instruments, 
were excellent ; and in this way did I first be- 
come acquainted with the music of the Freis- 
chiitz. 

During the winter, however, I had frequent 
opportunities of witnessing its representation 

at the theatre in the alte Stadt Long after 

the novelty had worn off, and when the enthu- 
siasm of a small community might be supposed 
to have subsided, it continued to be represented 
regularly every Sunday evening, with tumul- 
tuous approbation. The overture was inva- 
riably encored. 

I returned to England full of the Freischiitz, 
of which I had brought a copy of the music in 
ray portmanteau, and of the text in my pocket. 
Whomsoever I met, I attacked, open-mouthed, 
about the Freischiitz ! The name struck them 
as something very barbarous ; and, when I de- 
veloped the plot, and insisted on the sublimity 
of the music, I was answered that the former 
was out of the question for the English stag*; 
but that if the music really irere good, it would 
most likely be introduced in some other shape. 
I must confess, I was obliged to adopt this opi- 
nion myself; for, although I redollepted, in 
my younger days, having been delighted with 
the horrors of the wood demon, (tfie story of 
which, by the bye, is evidently derived from 



immediately precedes the Lnughing Chorus. 
On expressing to her my gratification and sur- 
prise, at being so unexpectedly favored with any 
of the music of that opera — " Fricdgits !" she 
exclaimed — " Oh dear, no ! I assure you, you 
are mistaken ; that was Bochsa's new grand 
march for the harp !" In vain did I assure my 
fair frieiidthat, in that case, Bochsa must have 
taken it from the Freischiitz — the idea- was 
scouted; "it was his own — it was original !" 
I could not allow this delusion to last, whilst 
it was in my power to dissipate it; so, without 
a word more, I took my hat, and sallying 
forth to my lodgings, I speedily returned in 
triumph to the party, with Freischiitz under 
my arm, without having been missed. It was 
not long before I found an opportunity to re- 
quest the fair musician to play lire an air which 
1 set before her. She began, she continued, 
and ended, almost note for note, the tame 
march she had before been playing. When 
she had finished, she enquired, " Why — what 
book is this ?" " This book," said I, "my de«r 
Mademoiselle, is the Freischiitz." This was 
conclusive; but Bochsa could not have imagined 
detection so near at hand. 

At length, however, the foggy coldness of 
John Bull was destined to yield before the 
sunny influenco of Weber : — the Freischiitz 
was produced at the English Opera- House in 
the summer of 1824. I attended on the f. rst 
night of its performance, and was witness to 
the unusual circumstance of an overture beiug 
encored by an English audience ; such waB 
the power of this wonderful master. The piece 
was most favourably received ; supported, as it 
was, by the talents of Braham and Miss Paton, 
in the principal singing parts. 

So great, was its success, that it was imme- 
diately brought out at both the great winter 
theatres, with increased splendour ; and after- 
wards, in some shape or other, at almost every 
minor theatre in London. Although the large 
houses were enabled to surpass the English 
Opera in magnificence of decoration, and in 
the strength of the choiusses, it ie due to the 
minor establishment to say, that it had the 
merit of producing the Freisctut*, in stricter 
conformity to the original German Opera, and 
of retaining much more of the original music. 



